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USDA RELEASES 2014 CHEMICAL USE DATA FOR CORN AND FALL POTATOES 

WASHINGTON – May 14, 2015 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 

Statistics Service (NASS) today published the 2014 Agricultural Chemical Use survey data for corn and 

fall potatoes. The information released includes on-farm fertilizer use, pesticide use, and pest management 

practices for these crops for the 2014 crop year, beginning after the 2013 harvest and ending after the 

2014 harvest.  

Key findings for corn include: 

 Among pesticides, herbicides were the most widely used with application to 97 percent of corn 

planted acres followed by applications of insecticides on 13 percent of planted acres. 

 Applied to 55 percent of corn planted acres, atrazine was the most widely used herbicide followed 

by glyphosate isopropylamine salt, applied to 38 percent. 

 Nitrogen was the most widely applied fertilizer at 97 percent of corn planted acres with an average 

of 144 pounds per acre applied during the year, followed by phosphate on 80 percent of planted 

acres. 

 

Key findings for fall potatoes include:  

 As fertilizers, potato growers applied nitrogen to 99 percent and phosphate to 97 percent of 

planted fall potato acres, followed by potash at 90 percent. 

 Farmers applied fungicides to 96 percent of potato planted acres, more than herbicides (91 

percent) and insecticides (89 percent).  
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 Mitribuzin, the most widely applied active ingredient, is an herbicide that was applied to 75 

percent of planted fall potato acres. The next most widely applied ingredients (chlorothalonil and 

mancozeb) are both fungicides. 

NASS collected data in fall 2014 from corn producers in 15 states representing 89 percent of the 90.6 

million acres planted to corn in 2014 and potato producers in 8 states representing 88 percent of the 

936,900 acres planted to fall potatoes. Both surveys also asked about prevention, avoidance, and 

suppression practices for managing pests. 

To access the data via the Quick Stats 2.0 database, data tables, or release highlights, go online to 

http://bit.ly/AgChem.  For assistance, contact the NASS Agricultural Statistics Hotline at (800) 727-9540 

from 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. ET. 

### 

 

NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and 

is committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 

USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 

(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 

(Spanish Federal-relay). 
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